Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 STATE 207417 
44 

ORIGIN AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 

PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 CAB-02 COME-OO DOTE-OO EB-07 

CIEP-01 FAA-00 SCS-03 SCA-01 DHA-02 MC-02 /067 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/W : EWLOLLIS 
APPROVED BY AF/W :TWMSMITH 

067472 

O201615Z AUG 76ZFF4 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY LAGOS NIACT 

INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY MONROVIA IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY KINSHASA IMMEDIATE 

AMCONSUL CASABLANCA 

AMEMBASSY ROME 

AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 

AMCONSUL IBADAN 

AMEMBASSY LOME 

AMEMBASSY COTONOU IMMEDIATE 
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TAGS: CGEN, EAIR, CASC, PINS, NI 

SUBJECT: CESSNA AIRCRAFT REPORTED RELEASED BY NIGERIA 

REF: LAGOS 9431, LONDON 12915, PARIS 23758 
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1 . CESSNA AIRCRAFT CO. INFORMED DEPARTMENT AUGUST 20 THAT 
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BRIEF CABLE RECEIVED FROM LAGOS AUGUST 19 REPORTING THAT 
THE THREE PILOTS HAD BEEN RELEASED THE EVENING BEFORE AND 
HAVE DEPARTED UGHELLI EN ROUTE TO ZAIRE WITH THE THREE 
CESSNA AIRCRAFT. NO OTHER DETAILS AVAILABLE. 

2. DEPARTMENT HOPES THAT EMBASSY LAGOS CAN CONFIRM THIS 
REPORT AND PROVIDE MORE COMPLETE INFORMATION. 

3. FYI, CESSNA DECIDED EARLIER THIS WEEK TO DISPATCH THE 
NEXT FOUR PLANES FROM FRANCE TO ZAIRE VIA CIRCUITOUS ROUTE 
THROUGH NIGER AND CHAD WHICH WOULD AVOID NIGERIA- COMPANY 
PROMISED PROVIDE COMPLETE ITINERARY TO DEPARTMENT BEFORE 
FLIGHTS TAKE PLACE. CESSNA'S FIRST REACTION AFTER HEARING 
THAT THE FIRST THREE PLANES HAVE BEEN RELEASED IS ABIDE BY 
THIS PLAN, I.E. TO SEND THE NEXT FOUR PLANES BY ROUTE WHICH 
AVOIDS NIGERIA. 

4. WITH REGARD PAR 3 LAGOS 9431, CESSNA TOLD DEPARTMENT 

TWO WEEKS AGO THAT US REGISTRATION NUMBERS ATTACHED TO THE 
PLANES BY TEMPORARY FABRIC. PERMANENT ZAIRIAN REGIS- 
TRATION NUMBERS ARE UNDERNEATH. THIS IS STANDARD 
PROCEDURE FOR TEMPORARILY REGISTERED PLANES IN TRANSIT 
TO PURCHASING COUNTRY. END FYI. 

ROBINSON 
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